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Middleton school leaders 
pledge efforts to restore unity 
 
Middleton school leaders regrouped today and want to assure residents, parents and staff that 
they have opened up new and improved lines of communication to move the district in a positive 
and cooperative nature to preserve the integrity of the District and maintain its high educational 
standards for students of today and tomorrow.  
 
Acting Superintendent Kristin Beck, Trustee Board Chairman Kirk Adams and Middleton 
Education Association President Dave Stacy all issued statements with hopes of bringing back 
unity in the School District.  
 
Trustee Chairman Kirk Adams thanked Kristin Beck for agreeing to step in during this time of 
transition.  
 
“I believe Kristin and our staff are positioned well to succeed in the coming year,” Adams said. 
“We will continue to focus on what is best for the students of our community.” 
 
“Unfortunately the levy failed to pass and tough decisions will need to be made in the coming 
weeks,” Adams said.  “I want to thank our parents as well who have worked so hard in support 
of our levy.  A special thanks to Lori Bishop and Diana Furrow who lead the charge for 
Middleton Yes.  Without their countless hours we wouldn't have come so close.”  
 
“I also appreciate the conversation that I had with MEA President Dave Stacy,” Adams said. 
“We are both working hard for the good of our district’s children. I’m confident that we’ll be able 
to work well together as we begin the new school year.” 
 
Middleton Education President Dave Stacy said he is retracting the complaint that he filed 
Monday with the Idaho Professional Standards Commission.  
 
“After talking to Trustees Kirk Adams and Derek Moore today, I understand that there was no ill 
intent on their part,” Stacy said.  
 



The Association is made of educators and staff and we focus on what’s best for kids. So when 
the Board or district takes action that we don’t think is in the best interests of students, the MEA 
may need to question actions and decisions.  We do not want to start with a grievance. We 
would like to discuss first when we can.” 
 
“But moving forward, the MEA wants to renew efforts to maintain a professional and collegial 
relationship with both trustees and district administrators. I emailed Superintendent Beck this 
morning, welcoming her. I let her know that we enjoyed working with her in the past year and we 
look forward to working with her to maintain the healthy rapport that was established in her first 
year as Human Resources and Communications Officer.”  
 
Further, Stacy said, “I want to echo what Trustee Moore said last night. We have complete 
confidence in Kristin Beck and the staff.”  
 
Beck, who had a busy day of meetings to get the School District back on track, said she 
appreciates the conversations that leaders had today, and she is hopeful that trust between the 
district and the union will be restored and continue to grow.  Beck additionally noted that she 
has appreciated her working relationship with the MEA over the previous year, and looks 
forward to continuing that partnership. 
 
Beck says she looks forward to her new challenge and that she is grateful for the staff in place 
currently, as she holds them in high regard and will rely heavily on them through this period of 
transition.  
 
“Middleton has a fantastic group of incredibly hard working and talented individuals, even with 
the challenges we face, I feel confident that we will continue to be successful as a result.” 
 
“The leadership team and I will re-examine our priorities, especially in light of the shift to a 4-day 
school week, to develop a budget that is in the best interests of our students and staff and the 
patrons of the Middleton School District,” the acting superintendent said.  
 
The Board of Trustees will hold its next meeting June 16, instead of this coming Monday.  A 
budget workshop will be set for later this month, and the budget hearing will be held Monday, 
June 29th.  
 
“Although funding is tight, I have confidence in our staff that we will still be able to deliver quality 
education for our students and I am grateful for the opportunity to continue working with 
Middleton’s dedicated teachers and staff. 
 
“On behalf of the Middleton School District and our staff, I want to thank residents for their 
support of the supplemental levy election,” Beck said. “The 150-vote margin was disheartening, 
but I also understand the state and local economic uncertainty that COVID-19 has created.” 
 



“The efforts of the “Yes for Middleton Schools” group had a positive impact, and I, too, want to 
thank parents Lori Bishop and Diana Furrow, and countless community members, for their 
tireless work to inform and educate the community before the election. 
 
“We now have better information from the Idaho State Department of Education regarding the 
funding allocations, in light of state-ordered hold backs on the current fiscal year and the 
2020-21 year that begins July 1,” Beck said.  
 
I’m also satisfied that the Board of Trustees and MEA have renewed their efforts to focus on 
common ground as the district makes difficult, but important, decisions with budgeting, staffing 
and finalizing plans for the upcoming school year based on a 4-day (Monday-Thursday) 
schedule,” Beck said.  
 
“This is something the community and staff both want and I believe it will help solidify the unity 
we need for the community as well as the school district.”  
 
Adams and the MEA also wanted to thank Dr. Reberry for her time in Middleton. 
 
“We wish her well in her future endeavors, I know I will be in contact with her.  I appreciate what 
she’s done for the district. She leaves us in a better position,” Adams said. 
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